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PARISH STAFF 

        Pastor:  Rev. Leonard L. Marrujo 

Priest in Residence:        Rev. George DaRoza 

Off./Min. Coordinator:  Janet Money 

Bookkeeper:       Aileen Baker 

Housekeeper:                 Martha Sanchez 

Organist:       Sheila Wilkins 

Cantor:        Gina Dowen 

Office Hours 

    Monday -  Thursday 9 am – 12 pm and 1 pm - 4:30 pm 
    Friday      9 am – 12 pm 

Masses in Church 

    Monday -  Friday  8:15 am 
    Saturday    8:15 am & 5 pm (Vigil) 
    Sunday      9 am & 11 am 

Eucharistic Adoration  

    Thursday 8:45 am - 12 pm  

Sacraments  

    Confession : Saturday 3:30 pm- 4:00 pm 

Library Hours : Wednesday 9 am - 12 pm 



 Tomorrow is Halloween and as such many people have asked me this question: is it all right for Catholics to       

celebrate this day? The short answer is yes, of course we can.  

 How many of you have fond memories as a kid growing up, dressed in a ghost or cowboy costume with a bag or 

plastic pumpkin bucket in hand, running from one neighbor’s house to another to receive some sort of trick or sweet treat? I 

remember a night of fun, going from door to door and then returning home with our booty of sweets. My dad would then 

pore over my brother’s and my collective treasures of goodies to see if there was anything “funny” in our stash of chocolaty 

goodness. He of course would take the Baby Ruth and Milky Way bars, as he deemed them unsafe for our consumption.  

So, what exactly is Halloween and where does this tradition originate?  

 First, let me give you some historical background of what the holiday is and its origins. There is a lot of               

misconception and some confusion whether or not Catholics can participate in this fun filled holiday. The truth is,           

Halloween actually belongs to the Catholic Church! Surprise?  

 Indeed, as a church we come to understand that we should not be afraid of death and that death is fully a part of the 

living as we believe that Jesus Christ resurrected from the dead and ascended into heaven. So we celebrate All Saints Day on 

November first, and all Souls Day the following day. So what makes Halloween Catholic?  

 The word “Halloween” comes from the name ‘All Hallows’ Eve. The word “hallow” means “holy.” All Hallows’ 

Eve is essentially the “Christmas Eve” of All Saints’ Day. This day is also called All Hallows’ Day. All Saints’ Day (or All 

Hallows’ Day) is a major feast day on the Catholic Church’s calendar! On this day we honor not only the saints we know by 

name in Heaven, but also any saints whose names we don’t know! 

 There are so many saints in the church who don’t have an official feast day, but are still special nonetheless! All 

Saints’ Day is a day dedicated to these known and forgotten saints. Halloween, All Saints’ Day, and All Souls’ Day 

(November 2nd) is a triduum of feast days called the Days of the Dead. They are also known as Allhallowtide, Hallowtide, or 
Hallowmas.  

 This is the time of year when the living honor all the dead: the saints already in Heaven and all the holy souls stuck 

in purgatory on their way to Heaven. 

 The Feast of All Saints was originally only a local feast day to Rome. Pope Gregory III transferred the Feast of All 

Saints from May 13th to November 1st. Pope Gregory IV then extended this feast to the Universal Church. That is why    

Halloween is celebrated by Catholics all around the world, but in their own cultural ways. The English, Irish, and French 

immigrants,  for  example,  brought  with  them  their  own  Catholic  traditions  and  customs  to  the  New  World.   

Dressing up for Halloween, for instance, comes from the French tradition. While carving pumpkins comes from the Irish, 

who carved turnips originally! And finally the English went door-to-door begging for “Soul Cakes.” They promised to pray 

for the loved ones who had passed on of those who gave them the cakes. This is how trick-or-treating got started 

 These traditions eventually became popular activities for Halloween celebrations in America and continue to this 

day.  

 I find Halloween to be more than just trick or treat, but more importantly, as I mentioned above, it is a time to   

remember all our beloved family, relatives, and friends who have gone before us. But it is also a time to honor our beloved 

saints known and unknown. So, let us go out for treat or treat and to also remember our brothers and sisters who have    

journeyed home. God bless.                                     Fr. Leonard Marrujo  

A WORD FROM THE PASTOR 



Feast of All Saints - Tuesday, November 1st 
 This is  a Holy Day of Obligation. Mass on Nov 1st  
will be at 9 am.  

All Souls Novena - Nov 2nd through 10th 
Daily Masses from Nov 2nd to 10th, will be offered for 

the intentions of All Souls and for all our intentions in the     
envelopes placed by the Altar. 

Donation Envelopes 
Please pick up your annual box of donation envelopes 

from the parish office. There are still many boxes unclaimed. 
Thank you.  

The Book of Remembrance  
 Will be in the back of the Church. You are invited to 
enter the names of your loved ones whom you would like to be      
remembered on All Souls Day and throughout the month of  
November. 

Greeters Weekend coming Nov 5th & 6th  
 As we approach November, a time of thanks, we are 
grateful for the wonderful volunteers that we have in this     

parish. Greeters Weekend is a good example of those who have 

a heart to serve. Please come over to the Parish Center after 

Mass to enjoy the treats these dedicated parishioners prepare 

FOR YOU. Show your support, have a bite to eat and visit with 

friends...our Church family. 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Monday 

10/31 
8:15 AM † Rita Gauthier 

Tuesday 

11/01 
9:00 AM Sp. Int.  Parishioners & Benefactors 

Wednesday 

11/02 
8:15 AM All Souls Novena Intentions 

Friday 

11/04 
8:15 AM All Souls Novena Intentions 

Saturday 

 11/05 

8:15 AM 

5:00 PM 

All Souls Novena Intentions 

Sp. Int.  Parishioners & Benefactors 

Sunday 

11/06 

9:00 AM                             

11:00 AM     

All Souls Novena Intentions 

All Souls Novena Intentions 

Thursday 

11/03 
8:15 AM All Souls Novena Intentions 

Wednesday, November 2nd - Bible Study 

10 AM -  Persecution in Jerusalem (1) 

Monday, October 31st  - Coffee Chat 

11 AM- “What is Halloween & Its Meaning to Catholics ” 

Saturday, November 5th & Sunday, November 6th 

Greeters Weekend- After all the masses   

At St. Annes 

Sunday, November 6th   -Daylight saving Time Ends.  

Remember to “Fall Back”, Set your clocks BACK one 
hour before going to bed on Saturday; you will get an   
extra hour of sleep! 

Tuesday, November 1st  - All Saints Day 

9 AM – Mass (Holy Day of Obligation) 

PARISH FINANCIALS 
September 2022  
Plate collecƟons, donaƟons, giŌs, and bequests 
September donaƟon       $32,416 
Monthly Goal                     $38,450 
Excess/(Shorƞall) September       ($6,034)  
Year to date (Shorƞall)             ($32,408) 
Development Fund (YTD)        $20,353 

Thanks for your generous donaƟons! 

VOTE “NO” ON PROPOSITION 1  

ProposiƟon 1 is a worst-case scenario for aborƟon in  Cali-
fornia. It is an expensive and misleading ballot measure that 
allows unlimited late-term aborƟons— for any reason, at 
any Ɵme, even moments before birth, paid for by tax dol-
lars. California does not limit state spending on aborƟon, 
and with thousands more traveling from other states, the 
cost will be in the hundreds of millions.  

Prop 1 isn’t needed. Sadly, California already has some of 
the most permissive aborƟon laws in the naƟon that would 
remain in effect without the amendment, including our cur-
rent limit on late-term aborƟons that are permiƩed only for 
the life and health of the mother. Don’t hand lawmakers a 
blank check to pay for aborƟons, and don’t let them make 
California an “aborƟon sanctuary.” To learn more, visit 
www.CAcatholic.org/Prop 1. Paid for by The Roman Catho-
lic Diocese of Oakland, a corporaƟon sole.   



MINISTRIES 

If you wish to be included or removed from our prayer list, please contact 
Fran Long at   925-939-5151 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Gloria Pearce Karen Salchett Jannet Tuvilla 
Judith Russell Dona Newell Edward Regan 
Melinda Love Carolyn Collins Jason Navaro 
Cathy Grimesey Chris Ramirez Robert Kraftschik 
Anne Bernstein Kathleen Clemons Bev Regan 
Sandra Chafe Tom & Vicki Hughes Carol Hannon 
Pamela Maria Thecla Justen John Lydecker 
Caroline George  Hogey Hogenboom Tom Mader 
Kay Woodruff Michael Dunn Kevin Kelly 
Peter Inwards Vincent Riggio Larry Maday 

Joe & Pat Rollo Karl Kropp Jeff Westerfield 
Fr. Anthony Chang Jerome Dix Joe Celluci 

Please visit our parish website www.stanneswc.org  for parish   
information, calendar of events , copy of the bulletin, lectures 
and audio recordings of Coffee chat with  Fr. Leonard.  

You can listen to Fr. Leonard’s podcasts on Spotify and other     
Podcast  platforms. “The Parish Life”, is available in all podcast 
platforms.  

The following non-perishable items are 
needed at St Mary’s St Vincent de Paul 
Food Pantry on a regular basis and are 
usually in short supply and not provided 
through the food bank. 

Canned foods are provided through the Food Bank. 

Toilet Paper        Hand Soap Ketchup    

Shaving Items    Toothpaste  Coffee                

Cup of Noodles Top Ramen Water 

Paper Towels           Mustard Tea 

Cleansing Wipes Toothbrushes    Mayo  

Body wash   Shampoo Conditioner 

Laundry Detergent Fruit Juice        New Socks        

BulleƟn: If you would like to receive the weekly bulleƟn 
and highlight by email contact the parish office at                 
info@stanneswc.org 

Altar Servers Charles Cobb 925-705-7143 

Eucharistic Ministers Charles Cobb 925-705-7143 

Greeters Weekend Mary Beth Hodge 

Lupe Roberts 

925-954-1158 

925-322-8798 

Homebound Evelyn Noriega 510-386-1573 

Lectors Kathleen Kish 925-954-7560 

Library Odile Crandall 925-937-2643 

Facility Maintenance Keith Crandall 

Bob Martini 

925-932-2324 

Parish Office 

Men’s Ministry Martin Bailey 925-932-2324 

Parish Council Paul Molloy 925-323-0730 

Parish Finance Council Peter Newell 925-891-4479 

St. Anne’s Society Joe Cellucci 843-870-6683 

Ushers Fran Long 925-939-5151 Please conƟnue purchasing grocery store giŌ cards for 
the St. Vincent De Paul food pantry at St. Mary’s in      
Walnut Creek. GiŌ cards can be dropped in the mailbox 
near the parish office window. Because of your           
generosity and love of our brothers and sisters in need 

we were able to donate an addiƟonal $1700 in giŌ cards.       
Non - GiŌ card donaƟons can be placed in the bin outside St. 
Anne’s Church, near the courtyard entrance. Items needed are 
listed in the side of the bin and pamphlets are available in the 
church entrance.                         Thank you for your generosity. 

Save the Date — CHRISTMAS BAZAAR will be   
December 3rd  and 4th.   This is our biggest fundraiser for 
the parish as well as for other charities. Look for your 
letter and raffle tickets in your mailbox. 

In the meantime, please collect your valuables, treasures, 
or just everyday items for the sale. 

Delivery date for donated items is November 30th. Please 
do not drop items off at the Church before that 
date.  However, we are looking for jewelry, costume or 
real, NOW!   For pick-up or delivery, please call  

  Gale Lydecker at  925-937-7748. 

HOLY HOUR begins November 10th. 

Once a month on the 1st Thursday after 8:15am mass, 
we will observe a holy hour, led by either Fr. Leonard or 
Fr. George. On those days, eucharistic adoration will not 
take place. Holy hour begins November 10th, which is the 
2nd Thursday, due to All Souls Novena in November. Let 
us spend an hour together in adoration. 

MANY THANKS TO THIS WEEK’S BULLETIN 
(ANONYMOUS) SPONSOR.  
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