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ing of Israel, the Lorp,
'in your midst,
have no further misfortune to fear.

— Zephaniah 3:15b

PARISH STAFF

Pastor. Rev. Leonard Marrujo

Priest in Residence: George Da Roza

Off./Min. Coordinator: Janet Money

Bookkeeper: Aileen Baker
Housekeeper : Martha Sanchez
Organist: Sheila Wilkins

Cantor : Gina Dowen

Office Hours

Monday - Friday 9am — 12pm and 1pm - 4:30pm
Library Hours

Wednesday 9am - 12 pm
Masses in Church

Monday - Friday 8:15 am

Saturday 8:15 am & 5 pm ( Vigil)

Sunday 9am & 11 am

Sacraments

Confession in Courtyard: Saturday 3:30pm- 4:00pm




A WORD FROM THE PUSTOR

In the Catholic Church, Advent is a period of preparation extending over the four Sundays

before Christmas. The word Advent comes from the Latin advenio, "to come to," and refers to the

d'tappy gdvent to you all.

As your new pastor I would like to say thank you for welcoming me into your community with
open arms and warm hearts. All of you have been most generous with your time and smiles.

coming of Christ.”

Sunday, November 28th was the first Sunday in Advent, and this past weekend was a very busy
time for our community. First, we started the weekend with Sr. Nancy’s half day retreat where she did
an excellent job in guiding us through the beginning of our Advent journey. As usual this wonderful
community showed up in large numbers, welcoming Sr. Nancy with open arms and big, enthusiastic
smiles; she enjoyed the warmth and friendship you extended to her.

Secondly, on Sunday afternoon, you all came through again by welcoming Christin Jezak into
our parish church for her one woman play on St. Teresa of Calcutta, or Mother Teresa. Christin was so
pleased and pleasantly surprised by your passion that she hopes to return during the Lenten season to
perform for you again, she has a new play in the works.

Advent as it’s written at the beginning of this letter, is a time to prepare for the coming of our
Savior and redeemer, who was born in a manger amongst the animals and shepherds.  Preparing
ourselves can mean any number of things. The beauty of Advent is that it is a season, not a single day.
Preparing for Advent as Catholics means we are able to enjoy the richness of our faith which helps us
to prepare our hearts and minds for celebrating the coming of the Christ child on Christmas.

I find it rather amusing the news in our country is painting such a dire picture of how the
supply chain is going to cause havoc to the Christmas season. Using an old expression I say,
BALDERDASH! In the animated Christmas classic, “How the Grinch Stole Christmas”, there is a
scene in which the Grinch sneaks into the Who village after all have gone to sleep, and makes off with
all the Who packages, food and even the Who pudding.

Once he makes off with all these things and returns to his mountain cave, he cups his ear hoping
to hear sadness and crying. Instead he hears joyful music coming from the Who village. He couldn’t
understand why they were so joyful. There were no boxes or bags, no trees or lights and there was no
Who pudding. He was so hateful that he also took a small crumb of food, that was too small even for a
mouse. Then he realized that Christmas doesn’t come in a box, or a bag. Christmas isn’t wrapped in
ribbons or in pretty foil paper. Christmas came after all despite no gifts under the tree. The Grinch
suddenly realized the meaning of what Christmas is truly about, and that all those material things he
stole meant nothing to the villagers. What mattered to the Who was their love for each other and being
together in fellowship. Perhaps our culture can learn from Dr. Suess and the Who that Christmas is
about the Christ child and his saving and redeeming grace and not pretty boxes with bows and ribbons.

Amen.

Fr. Leonard Marnujo




| LOOKING AHEAD |

Dec. 14

10 am Coffee Chat with Fr. Leonard

Dec. 15

Taize and Reconciliation Service
4 pm

DECKHK THE FHULLS

Extra "Elves” are needed to help prepare
the church for the Christmas season.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23rd 1 PM
Trees, lights, stable, garlands, wreaths

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24th 9:15 AM
Flowers and final touches

Please call Nancy Kubacki, 925-988-0216
for more information or to volunteer.

PARISH FINANCIALS

Plate collection, donations, gifts, and bequests:

November $90,995

Octobetr $50,367

Monthly Goal $38,900

Excess in November $52,095
Year-to-date (shortfall) ($28,361)

Thank you for your faithful support.

| MINISTRIES I

Altar Care Bernadette Liu 925-448-1536

Altar Servers Charles Cobb 925-705-7143

Bereavement Ministry Sue Williams 925-216-8062

Eucharistic Ministers Charles Cobb 925-705-7143

Greeters Weekend Mary Beth Hodge | 925-954-1158

_l_ Mass Intentions
, for the Weelk

Monday, December 13t 2021
8:15AM 1 ElsaYam

Tuesday, December 14th, 2021
8:15AM 1 Dennis Sinclitico

Wednesday, December 15t, 2021

8:15AM T Janet McAllister
Thursday, December 16t, 2021
8:15AM T Kathleen Marie Murphy
Friday December 17th, 2021
8:15AM T Mary Aaselund
Saturday, December 18t, 2021
8:15AM T RickDe Graca
5:00 PM {1 Grace Matorias
Sunday, December 19t 2021
9:00AM t ElsaYam
11:00 AM  Special Intention
Parishioners & Benefactors

Chrlstmas (Holy Day of Obligation)

December 24", Friday ~ Christmas Eve — 5 pm
December 25", Saturday Christmas Day —9 am
December 25", Saturday No Spm Mass

Sunday Mass
December 26" Sunday 9am & 11am

Solemnity of Mary — New Year’s Day
(Not a Holy Day of Obligation)

December 31, Friday No 5 pm Mass

January 1% 2022, Saturday Solemnity of Mary 9 am
January 1" 2022, Saturday No 5pm Mass

Sunday Mass

Homebound Evelyn Noriega 510-386-1573
Lectors Kathleen Kish 925-954-7560
Library Odile Crandall 925-937-2643
Maintenance, Security Keith Crandall 925-932-2324

Bob Martini Parish Office
Men’s Ministry Martin Bailey 510-292-9560
Parish Council Paul Molloy 925-323-0730
Parish Finance Council Peter Newell 925-891-4479
St. Anne’s Society Joe Cellucci 843-870-6683

Ushers Fran Long 925-939-5151

January 2 2022, Sunday 9am & 1lam

PRAY FOR THE SICK

Karen Salchett
Edward Regan
Jane Kim

Gloria Pearce
Andy Edwards
Charles Shaddle
Penny Corempas

Marilyn Derdevanis
Dona Newell
Danielle Sanchez

If you wish to be included or removed from our prayer
list, please contact Fran Long at 925-939-5151
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